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collaborative translational

research in action!
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Please join us for the fourth annual Evening of Hope at the
Sheldon Concert Hall, 3648 Washington Blvd. on
Wednesday, May 14, 2008. Doug and Vicki Hill are
Honorary Co-Chairs of the event.

The fourth annual Evening of Hope will star violinist Anne
Akiko Meyers, “one of the world’s leading soloists, recitalist
and chamber musicians, capturing the hearts of audiences
and the imagination of composers.” Here is a link to her
website: http://www.anneakikomeyers.com/home.php.

“This event creates awareness about the Hope Center and
raises funds necessary to continue the research for cures for
neurological diseases,” said Hope Happens Executive
Director Dennis O’Brien. “Our unique cross-disease strategy
takes advantage of disease-related commonalities and

economies of scale to maximize the effect of every donor’s
philanthropic investment.” 

Edward Jones and Maritz Inc. are the Principal Sponsors of
the event. Carol and Bert Walker, Susie Philpott and Jean
Hobler will co-chair the event. Kathleen Rogers and Carrie
Martin will co-chair the Patron Committee.

Tickets for this enchanted musical evening are $250 per
person. Sponsorships are available at various levels, beginning
with Patron at $1,000 per couple up to $10,000 for a platinum
sponsorship.  Performance only tickets are available for $20
through Metrotix or the Hope Happens office.

The evening will begin with cocktails, dinner at 6:30, and the
concert at 8:00, followed by a reception with the artist at 9 p.m.

Chris Hobler was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease in
2001, twenty years after his grandfather, James H. Maritz,
died of the disease. He was f iercely determined to f ind
cures when he learned there had been no progress in
treatment between his diagnosis and his grandfather’s
death.  Chris was convinced that the search for cures for
neurological disorders could be greatly accelerated if
researchers would share their f indings across diseases and
disciplines. His conviction led to the creation of Hope
Happens, a nonprof it organization dedicated to improving
the lives of people with neurological disorders by
promoting collaborative efforts to fast-track the
translation of basic research into cures.

Hope Happens partnered with Washington University
School of Medicine to establish the Hope Center for
neurological research with the goal of rapidly bringing
new treatments and cures to patients afflicted with a wide
range of neurodegenerative disorders.

Chris Hobler lived to see the Hope Center open in January
2005 before he died on February 16, 2005.

Jean Hobler, a 2007 Woman
of Achievement, was recently
named Co-Founder with permanent
membership on the board to
recognize the invaluable role
she played in establishing Hope
Happens along with her son
Christopher Wells Hobler and
other family members. 

“Jean’s passion to cure ALS and
other devastating neurological
disorders has inspired many others
in the community to take up the
challenge,” said board president
Jeff Hercules. “She has been and

remains an invaluable force in bringing support to this
critical effort to f ind cures for disorders that are often
thought of as incurable.”

Save the Date

May 14, 2008

For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact Elisa Donnelly at 314.289.5660.

Hope Happens Recognizes Inspirational Leader
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Universities Concerned about Medical Research 
Within Our Grasp—Or Slipping Away?

Washington University and seven other prestigious medical centers recently published A
Statement by A Group of Concerned Universities and Research Institutions to call
attention to the “looming crisis of diminished resources and research” due to the “funding
crisis” at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

Looming Crisis

After pointing out that many breakthroughs in medical research had been achieved in part
because NIH funding had doubled from 1998 to 2003, they decry the steady decline in
NIH funding over the past four years. The funding crisis means that “eight of 10 grant
applications now go unfunded, according to NIH figures,” the report said.

As a result, “scientists are being forced to downsize their laboratories and abandon some
of their most innovative and promising work. These conditions may also be putting at risk
a generation of young researchers,” the report said. Tragically, this “comes at a time of
escalating threats to human health.”

Implications for Hope Happens Donors

“Two things are eminently clear,” said Hope Happens Executive Director Dennis O’Brien.
“First, the need for philanthropic support of medical resource has never been more
important or urgently needed than now. Secondly, the unique, cutting-edge collaborative
mode of doing translational research at The Hope Center maximizes the potential impact
of every dollar our donors give. Breakthroughs are much more likely to come through this
collaborative, translational approach than by scientists focused on a single disease.”

This report can be read in its entirety at www.hopehappens.org. 

The Need for Cures — Enormous!
Disorders of the nervous system are the most common causes of disability for people of
all ages. More than fifty million Americans have a permanent neurological disability
that limits their daily activities; many are progressive or even fatal. And the numbers keep
growing. In fact, 7,650 Americans are diagnosed with a nerve-killing disorder every day—
3 times the number as those who are diagnosed with cancer. Of these, more than 3,100 are
children—more children than the number of people that perished in the terrorist attacks of
9/11/2001!

1 person is diagnosed with a prion disease.

4 people are diagnosed with Huntington’s disease.

14 adults receive a death sentence when diagnosed with ALS.

22 babies are born with Cerebral Palsy. 

27 people learn they have Multiple Sclerosis. 

36 suffer a spinal cord injury, including 6 who die of their injuries. 

357 children are diagnosed with epilepsy.

380 people are diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.

961 learn they will lose their identity to Alzheimer’s disease.

2,000 suffer a stroke. 

3,846 receive brain injuries (including 2,747 children), with 220 suffering permanent
damage and 137 dying of their injuries.

As the number of victims increases each day, so does the need for cures. “We believe it is not
enough to simply find new treatments,” said Hope Happens board member John Brightman.
“We are determined to find cures.” Brightman is also vice chairman of UMB Bank.



The Laura K. Laughlin L6 Brain Injury Foundation made its
first grant to support research to fast-track cures for
neurological disorders on what would have been Laura
Laughlin’s 28th birthday, Dec. 2, 2007. 

“Laura’s birthday is the perfect time for us to begin funding
the collaborative research promoted by Hope Happens to find
cures for traumatic brain injury and other devastating and
often fatal neurodegenerative disorders,” said Amy Bratton,
the foundation’s executive director, who hand-delivered a
check for $3,000. “Laura would be delighted that the first
grant the foundation has made goes to support cutting-edge
research conducted at the Hope Center and that it was made on
her birthday.”

Although the gift was less than they had hoped it would be, the
foundation trustees expect to continue this support to Hope
Happens and increase it. “If we knew we could raise it, we
would pledge more now,” Bratton said. 

“We are very grateful for this gift and look forward to a
mutually supportive, ongoing relationship between our
organizations,” said Hope Happens Executive Director Dennis

O’Brien. “We are both committed to expanding public
awareness and raising funds to support collaborative,
translational research to find cures for nerve-killing
disorders that afflict an additional 7,650 people each day,
including 3,846 who receive a traumatic brain injury like
Laura suffered.” 

The organizations share another link. Dr. David Brody,
PhD, MD, who was Laura’s physician and serves as a
director of the foundation, is also on the Hope
Center Faculty. 

For a link to the foundation’s Web site,
visit www.hopehappens.org. 
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Laughlin Foundation Supports Hope Happens

Visit The Hope Center - Learn How Hope Happens
Meet the scientists who direct the center and learn

how collaboration helps them fast-track the
search for cures. Call 314.289.5660.

The Dana Brown Charitable Trust recently pledged
$100,000 to Hope Happens to support collaborative
translation research to find cures for
neurodegenerative disorders that occur when brain
cells and their connections are damaged.  

Dana Brown was a well-know personality in St.
Louis due in part to his many appearances on
television representing Safari brand coffee and
sharing his latest adventures while on safari in
Africa. Originally from West Virginia, Mr. Brown
adopted St. Louis as his home and had a deep
affection for the region. To his friends, Brown was
best known for his kindness, generosity and
spontaneous spirit. Shortly before his death in 1994,
he established a grant-making foundation to benefit
children in the St. Louis metropolitan area,
especially disadvantaged children. 

“These funds will improve, and in some cases
prolong, the lives of many thousands who will

benefit from the new treatments and cures developed
by Hope Center scientists,” said David M. Diener,
Vice President, U.S. Bank and Co-Trustee of the
Dana Brown Charitable Trust. “This would certainly
seem to meet the desires of Mr. Brown to enhance
the lives of, and expand opportunities for, children,
including those who may be minorities or otherwise
disadvantaged.”

Each day another 7,650 Americans are diagnosed
with a neurdegenerative disorder, including more
than 3,100 children. For example, 22 babies are born
with Cerebral Palsy, 357 children are diagnosed with
epilepsy, and 2,747 children suffer brain injuries
each day.

“We are very grateful for this leadership gift from the
Dana Brown Foundation,” said board president Jeff
Hercules. “It will help us accelerate the pace by
which cures are found for neurological disorders that
are often thought of as incurable.”

Dana Brown Makes Leadership Gift



The faculty of the Hope Center has grown by 25
percent over the last year, expanding from 52 Primary
Investigators (PI) to 64. Since each PI heads a team of
scientists, almost 500 researchers are now doing
collaborative translational research at the center. 

This dramatic growth since the center opened in
January 2005 reflects the validity of Chris Hobler’s
dream of collaborative research to fast-track the search
for cures. It also reflects the fact that Hope Center
scientists are making breakthroughs that show great
promise of leading to cures, such as:

A breakthrough gene therapy shown to slow or stop
progression of Parkinson’s disease.

Evidence that certain types of nerve damage caused by
Alzheimer’s disease can be undone, suggesting that
some symptoms of the disease may be reversible.

Identification of a protein that delays the breakdowns
of axons, the part of the brain cell that broadcasts
nerve impulses to other neurons. This has
implications for new treatments for ALS, Alzheimer’s,
MS and other neurological disorders.

Finally, this growth reflects the world-class status of the
scientists at Washington University and the outstanding
work of its leadership team: Dr. David Holtzman,
Chair, Neurology; Dr. Mark Goldberg, Director; and
Dr. Anneliese Schaefer, Deputy Director.

Hope Center Expands Faculty

Hope Happens Executive Director Dennis O’Brien was
invited to serve on the newly formed Community
Advisory Board of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. The
paper recruited “a group of thoughtful people with a
wide range of interests and expertise to help (the editorial
staff of the Post-Dispatch) focus and guide discussions of
issues critical to our region’s future.”

At the first meeting of the Community Advisory Board,
50 members of the board and 15 members of the
Post-Dispatch news and editorial staff spent three hours
identifying the issues they believe to be most important
to our region’s future. The committee identified five
priorities for the region:

• Economic Development

• Health Care
(including “better access for all” and
ways “to preserve the high quality of
medical research that is being done in
area medical schools” such as the
collaborative translational research at
The Hope Center)

• Racial and Cultural Polarization/Social Equity

• Regionalism

• Schools/Positive Youth Engagement

“I contributed to the discussions, served as spokesperson
for my group and suggested edits that were incorporated
in the initial article announcing the formation of the
article,” O’Brien said. “I am very impressed by the
quality of community leaders the Post-Dispatch has
recruited for this important task. I hope that I can help
stimulate thoughtful reflection and positive action in the
region by my involvement in this remarkable initiative by
the Post-Dispatch, especially in areas I am most qualified
to address, such as schools, youth engagement and
health care.”

“I commend Kevin Mowbray (publisher), Arnie Robbins
(editor), Pam Maples (managing editor), Christy
Bertelson (deputy managing editor), Jamie Riley (editor
of letters to the editor) and other leaders of the
Post-Dispatch for launching this innovative and very
promising effort to use the paper as a catalyst to bring
together community leaders who have the talents, proven
track records and passionate commitments to help
improve the quality of life off all our citizens by
stimulating action to address these five regional
priorities,” he said. “The recent hiring of Gilbert Bailon
as Editor of the Editorial Page will give this effort new
momentum. All of us hope that, by working together and
with support from the Post-Dispatch, we can advance
this agenda of regional dialogue and change.”

For links to more about this committee,
visit www.hopehappens.org.

Hope Chief Advises Post-Dispatch 
— Paper recruits O’Brien to serve on its advisory committee
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$50,000 and up
Dana Brown

Charitable Trust
Jean Hobler*

$20,000 and up
William Danforth*
Edward Jones
Maritz
Nancy McMillan Peggs*
Simmons

Charitable Foundation

$10,000-$19,000
Anonymous
Sarah L. Boles
Centene Charitable Foundation
Derick and Sally Driemeyer*
McCarthy Brothers
Lee and Colleen McMillan*
Louise O’Flaherty*
Philpott Family Foundation*

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous*
EMERSON
Doug and Vicki Hill
Jackes Foundation
Sandy and Pris McDonnell
Pershing Charitable Trust
Renaissance Financial
Steve and Michelle Trulaske*

$2,500-$4,999
AT&T
Harry and Gege Brightman*
Kim and John Cella
Aaron Edison*
Charles and Melissa Eldredge*
Steven and Helen Fischer
Peter Hobler*
Harry and Sally Johnston*
Wil and Ann Lee Konneker*
Laura K. Laughlin L6 Brain

Injury Foundation
Ted and Frannie Martin
Phil and Sima Needleman*
Gordon and Susie Philpott*
Bill and Jean Sippy*
Tower Hill Wealth Management
UMB Bank
Villa Lighting
Washington University

Department of Neurology
Webster University

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Gene and Anita Adam
Elizabeth P. Ahlering*
Armstrong Teasdale
Peder and Emily Arneson
Inga Jean Ball
Byrd and Bourne Bean*
Ted and Robbie Beaty
Steve and Kimmy Brauer
John and Ann Brightman*
A.J. and Tracy Chivetta
Sally Bliss and Jim Connett
Manuel Silva and Laura

Cusumano
Christopher and Molly

Danforth Family Fund
Paul Daverede*
Sherry and Jack Delo*
David and Betty Farrell
Leon and Harriet Felman
George Fonyo
Forms Distribution Corp.
Fox Family Foundation
Walter and Nancy Galvin*
Warren and Susan Gelman
Leigh Hobler Gerard*
Mario and Betsy Gleijeses
Mark and Maria Goldberg*
Grey Eagle Distributors
Harv and Patty Hecker
Jack and Anne Heisler*
Jeff and Amy Hercules*
Bob and Mary Lee Hermann
Robert and Signa Hermann, Jr.
Karl Hoagland
Herb and Randy Hobler*
Jennifer Hobler*
Leslie and Glen Holt*
David and Tracy Holtzman*
Doris Dahlen Ittner*
Helen Jenks*
Fred and Ruthie Joachim
Bob and Kelly Jordan
Ann Key

Jim and Janet Knight
Paula and Joe Lampen*
Clinton and Patricia Lane*
Des and Mary Ann Lee
Ned and Sally Lemkemeier*
Lee and Ann Liberman
Ray Maritz*
Toby and Carrie Martin*
Gregory and Mary Kate McKee
Jeff and Dottie Miller
Bob and Colleen Millstone
Helen and I.E. Millstone*
Terry Moore Shepley*
John Morrissey
Alise and Dennis O’Brien*
William and Laura Orthwein, Jr.
Bill and Pat Peck
Tim and Liz Philpott*
Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan

Suelthaus
Tony and Ruthe Ponturo
Jim and Dorte Probstein
Buddy and Jeana Reisinger
Jerry and Peggy Ritter
Richard and Elizabeth Robb
Sandy and Kathleen Rogers
Jim and Dorothea Rosner
Tom and Melissa Ruwitch*
Peter and Alice Sargent
Jim and Joan Schiele
Charlie and Jane Schott*
Sigma-Aldrich Foundation
Don and Perry Streett
George and Joan Thomas
Thunderbird Junior Golf

Foundation
Tim and Patty Toole*
Ed and Ruth Trusheim
Russell and Virginia Viehmann*
von Gontard Family

Foundation
Bert and Carol Walker
Raymond and Mary Worseck
Irv and Christine Zuckerman*

$500-$999
609 Restaurant
Arne and Cookie Arneson
Andy and Helen Arnold
Kathryn Koch and Mark Arnold
Roger and Terry Beachy
James and Catherine Berges
Holly Blumeyer
Richard and Angela Bright
Steve and Elaine Burkhardt
Paul and Elizabeth Chesterton
Louis and Mary Ann Chiodini
Brian and Vicki Clevinger
Skip and Sandy Coburn
Control Southern
Barbara Crowley
Henry and Nancy Day
Mrs. Donald Danforth, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Dee
Taylor and Marian Desloge
D.J. and Nancy Diemer
Scott and Karen Dodson
Midge Eddy
Kevin and Carolyn Farrell
Tom and Melissa Feldmann
Dave and Diane Gabianelli
Allan Gilbert
Susan and Norman Gilbert
Cap and Jen Grossman
Steve and Eileen Hamburg
Virginia Floyd Hastings
Kathy Hobler
Bill and Kerry Holekamp
Harry and Ginger Imster
Bettie Johnson
Bob and Nancy Johnson
Jim and Suzanne Johnson III
Christine and Robert Kaplan
John R. Kennedy Foundation
Kessenich Family

Charitable Trust
Steven Bassnett and

Ksenija Kos
Martha Lanese
Robert and Penny Lanphier
Robert Lynch

A Special Thanks to all of our Hope Happens Donors
01/01/07 through 12/31/07

*indicates the donor is a member of the Hope Society, having pledged to give $1,000 or more
every year. Many give much more.

Hope Center Awards Translational Research Grants
For more information, visit www.hopehappens.org.
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Janet Schoedinger and
Jim Mann

Marcia Mellitz
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Mueller
John and Susan Murray
Ted and Lana Pepper
Cynthia and Raymond Peters
Jennifer Plaat
Tim and Heather Pluard
Frank and Mary Rassieur
Virginia Redpath
Kent and Nancy Ritzel
Sandy Rives
Joseph and Sammy Ruwitch, Jr.
Patricia Sams
Todd and Julie Schnuck
Karen Branding and

Mike Schroeder
Hugh and Judy Scott
Bill and Glenn Sheffield
Jack and Liz Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Spreitler
Michael and Carol Staenberg
Mary Strauss
David Cronin and

Harriet Switzer
Jessie Ternberg
Josephine Throdahl
Jack and Suzy Villa
James and Anne von der Heydt
Marty and Carole Wilson
Mike and Sarah Wolff*
Charlie and Barbara Wulfing
Elliott and Sharon Zucker

$250-$499
Anonymous
Mrs. C. Read Boles
Beth Stohr and Charles Brennan
Barbara and Morton Brown, Jr.
Jane Bryan
Don and Carol Carlson
Mildred Cohn
Lawrence and Sondra Denk
Bill and Mary Ann DeRoze
Charlie and Martina Dill
Kimberley and

Timothy Eberlein
Richard Emory
Dick and Judy Engelsmann
Barbara Enneking
John and Alison Ferring, IV
Bonnie Filandrinos
Jeff and Lotta Fox
Chris and Anne Garlich
Barbara B. Goodman
Alison Hall

Marcia Hart
David and Kathy Hollo
Morris and Anne Jacob
Kenneth and Cheryl Janoski
Ward and Carol Klein
Alan and Joanne Kohn
Ken and Nancy Kranzberg
Rita Levis
Cynthia Maritz
Mrs. James A. Maritz, Jr.
Wilma Messing
Ben and Sherry Miller
Jule P. Miller
Steve and Pamela Morin
Anita and John O’Connell
Daxland Prather
Donn Rubin
David and Kathleen Shearrer
David and Susan Sherman
Jay and Sally Shinkle, Jr.
Martha Simmons
Donald Suggs
Daniel and Janet Trieschmann
Clark and Michele Thomas
John and Ellen Wallace
Virginia Weldon
Joan Wendt
Joe and Stefania Werner
Steve and Carolyn Wolff
Charles and Nancy Van Dyke

Up to $249
Marc and Michelle Abel
David J. Aitken
Dave Smith and

Arlene Allmeyer
Jacob and Leah Amir
Katherine B. Anderson
Robert and Kathleen Ayers
Rich and Peggy Baker
Blair and Selma Balk
Jim and Christina Bareuther
Kevin John Barry
Harold and Caroline Bean
Tom Bearden
Edna Landau Bechhofer
Becker & Rosen, CPAS, LLC
Donald and Beth Bedard
Richard and Michele Bell
Bill and Olga Bender
Richard and Margaret Benduski
Nancy Berg
Allison Birmingham
Carolyn Birmingham
Stanley and Tina Birnbaum
Lisa Greening and

Sam Blumoff

John and Janet Bogdanor
William and Mary Boles
Ginny Bollwerk
Brad and Shannon Borello
Margie Boston
Gregory and Carol Brabbee
Sharon Brant
John and Catherine Brauch
Eli Montigue and

Sheryl Breadman
Ross and Christine Brewer
Dolph and Barbara Bridgewater
Russell Brightman
Patrick Brown
Chris and Joy Buckley
Richard and Ann Buckwalter
Carolyn Budzinski
Trey and Micki Buffington
Gail and Peter Bunce
Richard and Dorothy Burkhardt
Megan Burmeister
Christopher and Courtney

Burnes
Scott and Lindsey Bush
Bill and Sheila Campbell
Earl Carroll
Ronald Carter
Monica Casey
Eric and Cara Churchwell
Jane and Ed Cissel
Joseph and Sally Coleman
Kirby Colson
Phil and Lisa Conrad
Tom Conran
Dale and Mabel Coon
Mary Corcoran
Andrew and Virginia Craig, III
Robert and Vicki Cralle, MD
Patricia and Richard Creek
Peter H. Creighton
Steve and Margaret Culver
Frank Curotto
Greg and Kim Dalglish
Dorothy Daniels
Michael F. Daus Philanthropic

Fund of the Jewish Community
Federation of Cleveland

Curtis and Tracy Davis
Edythe Deal
Barbara Decker
Korey and Karolyn Degraffenreid
Ned and Rosalie Dickson
Adie and Jody Dietz
Division #6 Highway

Credit Union
Tina and Tom Doherty
Marjorie Dozier

David and Rene Drewes
John Drexler
Kathleen M. Duncan
Charlie and Sandy Duncker
Marjorie Dundas
Shirley and Rodman Durfee
Jim and Tara Eckrich
Wesley and Lori Eder
Benjamin and Joan Edwards
Alan and Barbara Faiola
Jean M. Farrell
Dan and Kathy Ferriss
Jon and Jody Fisher
Alexis Fitzhenry
Parys Flytrap
Felicia Foland
Bernie and Lois Frank
Roxanne Frank
Mike and Jill Frankel
Nicole Freber
Marilyn Fredrickson
Hannecristl Fruhauf
Robert and Martha Gaddy
Bruce and Veronica Gander
Bob and Marguerite Garrick
Jean Gase
Nan Gaterman
Stan and Sarah Gellman
Lou and Lee Glaser
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
John Goessling
Steven Goldblatt
Mark and Gina Golde
Ed and Adele Grace
Vaughn Greditzer
Louise Green
Mary Beth Grelle
Nate and Yvonne Grove
Jerry and Mary Gunther
Gunther Salt Company
GWGRA
Duane and Catherine Hagen
Sara and Stephen Hale
Hord and Ann Hardin, II
Anne Gilleland Harris
Harvey and Judy Harris
Sam and Kathy Hayes
Biyu He
Richard and Jean Hepper
Bob and Mary Lou Hess
John Heuser
Kevin and Laura Hewgley
Bruce and Sally Higginbotham
Art and Alice Hilliard
Kathleen Paniagua and

David Stevens Hobler
Randy Hobler
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Continue Making a Difference
Make hope happen by including Hope Happens in your will.

Cordelia Holmes
Bill Honneus
Joyce Horvath
Dana F. Hotle
Michael and Mary Houlihan
Jay and Kristine Huber
Eric and Bassett Hyson
Randee Jacobs
Shirley Joachim
Greg and Mary Johnson
Vickie Johnson
Bud and Peggy Jolley
Robert and Debra Jones
Lisa Kampmeinert Associates
Gretchen Karros
Emily Kast
John and Suzanne Kelly
Lynn Kelly
Thomas and Jill Kienstra
Carol Kimball
Ken and Linda King
Tom and Judy King
Bill and Ruthie Kistner
Joe and Rea Kleeman
Leland and Eugenia Koch
Erik and Linda Kocher
Merrier Koenig
Pax and Melissa Krause
Deanna Kuhlmann
Lafayette Square

Chiropractic Centre
Donna Moog and

Leonard Landsbaum
James R. Lanigan, Jr.
John and Kathleen Larsen
Larus Management Corporation
Jim and Nancy Laughlin
John and Mary Laurent
Nancy Lawing
Randall and Wanda Ledford
John and Dianne Ledwon
Bill and Barb Lee
George and Laura Lee
William Lewellen
Nancy Lewis
J. Eugene Lewis, Jr.
Jim and Janet Liberman
Randy Lierz
Jack and Sally Lilly
Stuart and Nancy Lindley
William and Janet Linhoff
Bob and Mary White Lucy
Christopher and

Deborah Lundberg
Bob and Kathy Lundin
Stephanie Macaluso
Susan and Tom Maddox

Richard and Susan Magruder
Nancy Marino
Jim and Michelle Maritz
Sarah G. Martin
Matthew and

Heather Mattingly
Willa McDougall
Kevin and Barb McKone
Elizabeth McMahon
Sue McManemy
Marc and Jody McManus
Bill and Pat McMillan
Mike and Susan Medart
Susan Meiners
Brenda Melson
Jean Merson
Chris and Kim Mertz
Ann Metcalfe
Metropolitan Tickets
Gayle Metz
Terry and Carol Mickle
Ken and Doris Mihill
George and Norma Miller
Richard and Sue Miller
Etta Mills
Scott and

Mary Katherine Moeller
Robert and Jane Mohme
Eleanor Moore
Isabel Moore
Dan and Jo Ann Morgan
Harman and Sara Moseley
Nels Moss, Jr.
James and Christine Mudd
David Muich
Birch and Catherine Mullins
Ken and Tanafra Murray
Jeff and Libby Neil
Roger and Jan Nelson
James and Judie Neville
Paul R. Nieburg
Jay and Lisa Nouss, Jr.
Kay and Willson Offutt
Phil and Phyllis Otto
Ellen and George Pace
Chris and Sandy Padgett
Suzana Palaic
Hillary Pankowski
Emily Pardee
Sandy Pardee
Barbara Parker
Erin Peachee
Mark and Linda Pearl
Elizabeth Tate Pearson
Rex E. Penning
Mrs. Eugene Pettus, Jr.
Louella Phipps

Walter and Pat Pierzynski
Elmer and Madelon Price
Shelby and Estey Pruett
Steven and Marguerite Purgahn
Bob and Jean Quenon
Richard and Susan Rames
Peter and Patricia Raven
Nelson and Juliet Reed
Georgia and George Relich
Ron or Linda Repp
Lynn Ricci
Joel and Laura Rickman
Madge Riley
Betty Robertson
Charles M. Rogers
Evalyn S. Rogers
Tim and Beth Rogers
Thomas Rogers
Kenneth and Anne Romig
Robert and Mary Rosenberg
Jerry and Judy Rubenstein
Dennis and Daina Rudanovich
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Runyon
Victor Salvo
Ty and Tanya Sander
Phyllis Sandweiss
E.W. Gentry Sayad
Julie and Roger Scherck
Eleanor Schlafly
William and

Elizabeth Schluemer
Betty and Arthur Schmid
Doris Schnuck
Marilyn Schnuck
Bernard and Mary Schroeder
Constance Scott
Erik Sebesta
Donna and Robin Seils
Robert Powers and Lois Seldon
Keith and Marcia Shahan
Tim and Harriet Shapiro
Stacy Shaw
Karen Shelhorse
Bill and Joy Sherman
Janine K. Sherman
Terry and Kathy Sherman
Jason Shinn
Art and Margie Silverblatt
Bill and Judy Simon
Lyle and Jenny Simonton
Ted and Sally Simpson

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Skrivan
Joseph L. Sooter, Jr.
Dorothy Speer
Sandy and Gloria Spitzer
Leslie Stanfill
Ernie and Judy Stix
Philipp and Susan Stoeberl
Walt and Joannie Stradal
Daniel and Kathryn Sullivan
Stuart and Janey Symington
T & D Tavern
Rich and Kelly Taylor
Ron and Judy Taylor
Joanna Temperato
Ann Ter-Pogossian
Janet Thompson
Tip and Yvonne Tipson
Robert L. Toal
David and Stacy Tobin
Tom and Karen Tonella
Eric and Therese Trelz
Danielle Tridenti
Tri Psi Alpha Iota Chapter
Thomas and Marie Trost
Lance Turner
Steve and Lisa Turner
Erica Quade and

Raphael Varisella
Melvin and Patricia Venneman
Glenice Verhoff
Cindy Vickers
Richard and Susana Walter
Dale and Anita Waltz
Justin and Pamela Ward
Jane Webster
Richard and Mary Weinstock
William and Barbara Wells
Tim West
Charles S. White, III
Rose Mary and Peter Willenborg
William Wilson
Larry and Pamela Wines
Charles and Joan Winston, Jr.
Catherine Wiseman
Donald and Marit Withrow
Matthew and Elizabeth Wolfe
Wm. Wrigley, Jr.

Company Foundation
Rich and Jean Wynn
Yum Brands Foundation
Andy and Jean Zinsmeyer
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Hope Happens Expands Board
Hope Happens has added three community leaders
and expanded its board of directors to 17. Mary
Bettis, Director of Process Improvement, Sigma-
Aldrich, has led her division to win four industry-wide
awards. Aimee Davis, Worldwide Marketing
Communications Manager, Solutia Inc., previously
served 12 years as the public relations director of Life
Skills Foundation. Glen Holt, Consultant and Writer,
is the former Executive Director of the St. Louis
Public Library. 

“Mary, Aimee and Glen bring experience, valuable
skills and strong personal commitments to our cause,”
said Hope Happens Executive Director Dennis
O’Brien. “The also deepen our connections in the St.
Louis philanthropic community that must support our
efforts to find cures in order to ultimately benefit from
them. I am very excited they have joined us.”

New Response Envelope Reflects
Search for Multi-Year Pledges
The response envelope has been revised to make it
convenient for donors to make a larger gift spread over
several years. According to the Philpott family, one of the
first donors to make a multi-year pledge, doing so makes
sense from a donor’s point of view. “We spend a lot of time
and effort evaluating each grant request, and making a three-
year pledge like this is much more efficient for us and
effective for the recipient.”

Multi-year pledges are very important to Hope Happens.
“Knowing that there is a committed stream of revenues each
year makes it possible for us to put more energy into seeking
out new sources of support,” said Hope Happens Executive
Director Dennis O’Brien. “I hope other donors who
recognize the importance of fast-tracking cures and believe
in our new model of doing translational research will follow
the lead of the Philpott family and make multi-year pledges.”

Our Mission
To improve the lives of people with neurodegenerative disorders by promoting
collaborative, translational research with the potential to fast-track cures.

 


